
Young Adult Books (Grades 7 – 12*) 
 

All American Boys (Jason Reynolds) Y Fic REY 

Rashad and Quinn -- one black, one white, both American-- face the unspeakable truth that 

racism and prejudice didn't die after the civil rights movement. There's a future at stake, a future 

where no one else will have to be absent because of police brutality. They just have to risk 

everything to change the world. 

  
 

Anger is a Gift (Marc Oshiro) Y Fic OSH 

Six years ago, Moss Jefferies' father was murdered by an Oakland police officer. Along with 

losing a parent, the media's vilification of his father and the lack of accountability for his father's 

murder has left Moss with near crippling panic attacks. Now, in his sophomore year of high 

school, Moss and his fellow classmates find themselves increasingly treated like criminals in their 

own school.  

 
 

The Crossover (Kwame Alexander) Y Fic ALE 

Fourteen-year-old twin basketball stars Josh and Jordan wrestle with highs and lows on and off 

the court as their father ignores his declining health 

  



Dear Martin (Nic Stone) Y Fic STO 

Writing letters to the late Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., seventeen-year-old college-bound Justyce 

McAllister struggles to face the reality of race relations today and how they are shaping him. 

 

 

The Hate You Give (Angie Thomas) Y Fic THO 

After witnessing her friend's death at the hands of a police officer, Starr Carter's life is 

complicated when the police and a local drug lord try to intimidate her in an effort to learn 

what happened the night Kahlil died. 

 

 

How It Went Down (Kekla Magoon) Y Fic MAG 

When sixteen-year-old Tariq Johnson is shot to death, his community is thrown into an uproar 

because Tariq was black and the shooter, Jack Franklin, is white, and in the aftermath everyone 

has something to say, but no two accounts of the events agree. 

 



Piecing Me Together (Renee Watson) Y Fic WAT 

Jade, an African American girl from a poor neighborhood, wins admission to a private school 

where she is outnumbered by privileged white students and must contend with people who 

only seem to give her opportunities to uplift her rather than reward her for her hard work. 

 

 

Sunrise Over Fallujah (Walter Dean Myers) Y Fic MYE 

Robin Perry, from Harlem, is sent to Iraq in 2003 as a member of the Civilian Affairs Battalion, and 

his time there profoundly changes him. 

 

 

Tyler Johnson was Here (Jay Coles) Y Fic COL 

When Marvin Johnson’s twin brother, Tyler, is shot and killed by a police officer, Marvin must fight 

injustice to learn the true meaning of freedom. 

 

*General suggested grade ranges.  Reading levels and appropriateness for individual readers may vary.     



Young Adult Nonfiction (Grades 7 – 12*) 
 

 

How I Resist:  Activism and Hope for a New Generation (Tim Federle) Y 320.083 HOW 

A collection of essays, songs, illustrations, and interviews about activism and hope. 

 
 

Stamped:  Racism, Antiracism and You (Jason Reynolds/Ibram X. Kendi) Y 305.8 REY 

A history of racist and antiracist ideas in America, from their roots in Europe until today, adapted 

from the National Book Award winner Stamped from the Beginning. 

 

Graphic Novels (Grades 6-12*) 
 

March (John Lewis) Y Graphic March LEW Vol 1 & 2 

This graphic novel trilogy is a first-hand account of Congressman John Lewis’ lifelong struggle for 

civil and human rights, meditating in the modern age on the distance traveled since the days of 

Jim Crow and segregation. Rooted in Lewis’ personal story, it also reflects on the highs and lows 

of the broader civil rights movement.  

 

 *General suggested grade ranges.  Reading levels and appropriateness for individual readers may vary.     


